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With profound gratitude to our honoree—Yadira 
Betances Muldoon— her Family, Sponsors, Friends, and 
many others whose contributions have made the 2022 

Eartha Dengler History Award Ceremony possible. 

Immigrant City Circle 
 

Bell Tower Management 
Enterprise Bank 
Jackson Lumber & Millwork 
Linda and Jurg Siegenthaler 
Pamela Yameen 

 
Preservation Partners 
 

Flametech Steels, Inc. 
Kay Berthold Frishman and Ron Hilbink 
Greater Lawrence Family Health Center 
Karen and Jack Herman 
Lawrence CommunityWorks 
LCW CPAs 
Marianne Paley Nadel 
Mark Svendsen 
El Taller 

 
Research Sponsors 
 

Linda and Larry Ardito 
Kathleen Curry 
Mark Cutler 
The Dengler Family 
Robert Forrant 
Zoila Gomez of Gomez & Palumbo, LLC 
Merrimack Valley Central Labor Council 
Michael W. Morris, Jr., Esq. 
Mary and Jim Pannos 

 
Historic Friends 
 

Joseph G. Bella 
Anne and Ray Benedix 
Marie E. Boyd 
Angela Buckley  * 
Atty. and Mrs. Thomas F. Caffrey 
Wanda Castillo-Shoer  * 
Charlene Chagnon  * 
Marilyn Freeman 
John and Ann-Marie Giarrusso 
Mary Girouard 
Thomas Gradzewicz 
Jacinte Boucher Grisé  * 
Margaret E. Greene 

Diane K. Haynes 
Joy Stackelin Karpowicz  * 
Lilly F. Lawrence 
Robert A. Lloyd 
Donna M. Mailloux 
Monica Manoski 
Ellen Minzner 
Carl McCarthy  * 
June Kfoury McNeil  * 
Parkside Apartments 
Kathy Rodger 
Carl Russo 
Cynthia Donovan Saba  * 
Sheehan's Towing, LLC 
Ellan F. Spero 
Jim and Vicky Sutton 
Mark Svendsen  * 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Eddy Tabit 
Catherine Tager  * 
Torrisi & Torrisi, P.C. 
Sue and Mike Tucker 
Mary Waight 
Tom Walsh 

 
With special thanks to …   

The Nuñez Family / Syramad Properties Inc.  
     (Event Hosts) 
 

Asociación Carnavalesca de Massachusetts 
Whimpper Barahona 
Esperanza Academy 
Patrick Guerrero (Sound/Projection) 
Andy Kelley (Videography) 
Lussier Photography 
MethuenLife Magazine 
El Mundo Newspaper 
The Party Connection 
Lawrence International High School Students 
LaPlume & Sons Printing 
Rosé Classic Bouquet 
Rumbo News 
Marcia Sharp 
The Wobblies (Erik Froburg, Nathan Hendrie, 
Armand Hyatt, Abdiel Perez, Jeff Shea, Gary 
Sidell, Bill Traynor) 

* Table Sponsor for Lawrence International High School Student Volunteers 

 

EVENT SPONSORS 



Arrival and Social Hour 
Cash bar, passed hors d'oeuvres, music by The Wobblies 

 

Dinner 
 

Welcome  
Susan Grabski, Executive Director, Lawrence History Center 

 

Speakers  
Francisco Ureña 

Melissa Fili, Managing Editor, MethuenLife Magazine 
Sara Morin Barth, Family Friend / Secretary, LHC Board of Directors 

Video Tribute from Gabriel Martinez (Yadira’s Son) 
Mark Cutler, President, LHC Board of Directors 

 

Award Presentation 
Claudia Dengler, Daughter of LHC Founder Eartha Dengler 
Amita Kiley, Collections Manager, Lawrence History Center  

 

Acceptance Speech 
Yadira Betances Muldoon 

 

Closing Remarks 

The Lawrence History Center Board of Directors proudly present 

 

Yadira Betances Muldoon 
 

Recipient of the 
2022 Eartha Dengler History Award 

 
The Gift of Writing 

 

Yadira Betances Muldoon is a lover of history, family, religion, and education…  
and a writer with a love for Lawrence. 

 

Born in Neiba, Dominican Republic, after her mother’s passing, Yadira was raised by two aunts 
and an uncle and arrived in Lawrence as a middle schooler. A teacher at the Oliver School 

reminded her that she was “somebody special.” At Lawrence High School the writing teacher 
saw her talent and urged her to use it to  

write stories about what was important to her.  
 

And so Yadira wrote.  
 

A first-in-the-family college graduate, in 32 years as the only Spanish-speaking reporter for 
The Eagle-Tribune, Yadira covered the small stories and the big ones—the 1984 riots, the 

accidental drowning of four boys in the Merrimack*, the kidnapping and killing of Sgt. Alex 
Jimenez in Iraq, the rise to stardom of dancer Belen Indhira Pereyra.  

 

In her writer’s focus on Lawrence and its people, Yadira has made local news educational, and 
helped countless readers see their own voices, truths, and lived experience reflected in the 

news—a gift that embodies the early vision of Eartha Dengler and enriches the archival record 
for generations to come. 

 
 

* Yadira was one of the staff awarded the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for Journalism for this story. 



The Lawrence History Center was founded as the Immigrant City Archives in 1978 by German 

immigrant Eartha Dengler. Its mission is to collect, preserve,, share, and animate the  

history and heritage of Lawrence and its people. 
 

Since 1998, LHC has held the Eartha Dengler History Award Ceremony to spotlight the  

efforts and accomplishments of outstanding leaders who work to improve life  

in Lawrence for those who live and work in the city. 
 

 

Previous Eartha Dengler History Award Recipients 

Eartha Dengler 
Jessica Andors 
Sheila Balboni 

James Beauchesne 
Joseph G. Bella 

Lou Bernieri  
Margot Bixby 

Laurie Bottiger 
Dave Burke 
Tom Caffrey 

Ralph Carrero 
Leslie Costello 

Sabrina Dorsainvil 
Benny and Mory Espaillat 

Kay Berthold Frishman 
Rich Gorham 

GLYPN-Greater Lawrence Young  
Professional Network 

 

Armand M. Hyatt 
Patricia Karl 
Terri Kelley 

Arthur Khoury 
Marc Laplante 
Phil Laverriere 

Misael Martinez 
David Meehan 

Michael P. Miller 
The Paley Family  

Richard Purinton 
Chet Sidell 
Gary Sidell 

Jurg Siegenthaler 
Linda Siegenthaler 

Jonas Stundzia 
Manuela Su 
Helen Tory 
Bill Traynor 

Martha Lopez Velez 
Larry Yameen 
Juan C. Yepez 
Luis E. Yepez 
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Lawrence History Center Board of Directors, 2021-2022 

President 
Mark Cutler 
 

Vice President 
Glennys Sánchez  
 

Treasurer 
Mark Svendsen 
 

Secretary 
Sara Morin Barth 
 

Kathleen Curry 
Anil “Nilly” DaCosta 
Robert Forrant 
Mary Guerrero 

Michael Hearn 
Karen Van Welden-Herman 
Andy Kelley 
Ellen Minzner 
Michael W. Morris, Jr. 
Brian Sheehy 
Ellan Spero  
Jineyda Tapia 
 

Board Member Emeritus 
Chet Sidell (1941 - 2018) 
 

Honorary Board Member 
Claudia Dengler 
 

Executive Director 
Susan Grabski 
 

Founding Director 
Eartha Dengler (1922 - 2014) 
 
 

Event Advisors 

Marcia Sharp 
Pamela Yameen  

 


